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SIR, 


of the moſt ignominious character, addreſſing perſons can- 

did and impartial, and everr appealing to the venerable pub- 
lic for the patronage of their vices : Many which are oftimes ſo 
very flagrant, that defences, made in the way of public appeal, do 
but exhibit them in a more conſpicuous point of view ; and that 
of recrimination, in laying the blame upon other men of eſtabliſh- 
ed credit and reputation, 1s like one throwing a ſtone at a wall, 
which violently rebounds back upon the perſon's head for his de- 
ſtruction. How far Mr 8 rs has examplified the truth of this 
obſervation, will appear in the ſequel. | 


15 is no new thing to hear men of the blackeſt complexion, or 


Ir was with ſome degree of pleaſure that I entertained the re- 
port of your intention, to vindicate your conduct in the late poli- 
tical proceedings of this City.— With the eagerneſs of an honeſt 
heart and a good citizen, I graſped at the firſt copy I could pro- 
cure; and throwing aſide that malicious prejudice, the ride of 
which, as you infinuate, runs high againſt you, I read with won- 
der, and wondered as I read ! ! How! can this be the production of 
T s $S——rs, and the expected paper I wiſhed A diſpel that 
cloud of infamy which has ſo long been ſuſpended, and has at laſt 
burſt forth in pl liberal a profuſion ? Is this the candid ſtate that 
the public was made to expect to wipe away the accuſation of du- 
plicity of conduct, open breach of the molt folemn engagements, 


and to cloſe the mouths of the moſt malicious of your enemies? 


O excellent young man ! Nature ſure never intended thee for a dull 
mechanic; thy ſeraphic and ſoaring genius is much better adapted 
to the lofty ſubject of politics, and firs thee for ſhining in the cele- 
brated circle of our City Counſellors, like the Moon amidſt the leſ- 
ſer ſtars. Bur, Sir, to come to the matter contained in your letter 
to the public, which, when weighed in the ſcale of common ſenſe, 
will be found deſtitute of truth, and every way calculated for o- 
verturning your deſign. | 
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Fra 'T, then, Sir, I agrec with you, it would be in vain to en- 
ter into a detail of all the minutiæ concerning the origin of the 


preſe ut polzfie: il City-conteſt--- I only muſt beg leave to differ from 
the Magiflrate's account of that alluded to in yours. -It is indeed 


a very 5 articular one, done in his own way, for his own purpoſe 


and delgn: But, for my part, Sir, I take it, in ſhort, to be a brave 
and noble ipirited emulation, exciting the Chief Magiſtrate and o- 
| thers, to attempt throwing off the chain of tervitude, wreathed a- 
Lout the necks. of the public, by a few cunning, cratty, ſelf-1nte- 
reſted men; and that with an intention to put the metropolis of 
Scotland upon as reſpectable a fooring as any borough of the realm. 
— Hou "By that when you heard of an oppoſition to the indepen- 
dent plan, you determined to ſupport it as far as lay within the 
compaſs of your abilities, Now, Sir, let me aſk you, when you 
formed this reſolution, What intereſt or power had you to execute 
it? You was neither Deacon of your trade, nor member of Coun- 
cil; and, was it laudable in you to procure a place in order to de- 
ceive, at 'the expence of your repeated oaths and other engage 
ments? You indeed aver, that you never underſtood that che in- 
tereſt of Sir L D s was meant to be injured by the proſe- 
cution of this new independent ſcheme, tift ſome time thereatter, 
when your eyes were opened by the application of che ſal vo of gd 
duſt, which Iacknowledge is more calculated for obſcuring than en- 
lightening the eyes of men of a pure character; but to one, dir, of 


your ſtamp, m—y anſwers every objection, and removes all ſcruples. 


This at once accounts for the change of your ſenti ents, in, pour= 
ing 10 illiberal abuſe upon the oppolite party: For, Sir, ſuch a de- 
fign againſt Sir L 's intereſt, as you mention, never was in- 
tended, as appears from the declaration of the United Incorpora- 
tions of Mary's Chapel, to which I profeſs a greater regard than 
to imagine, that they, like a weather-cock, would ſo eaſily change 
their ſentiments as you have done: But it is no uncommon thing 
for men infected with a jaundiced diſeaſe, to imagine that others 
are in the ſame ſituation with themſelves. I mean now to ſpeak a 


little more clole, and though my words may appear daggers, none 


I'll uſe, —Was you not in the houſe of Mr Sommers vintner, on 


Saturday the 14th current, in the evening, along with the greateſt 


part of the incorporation of Mary's Chapel ? Did you not there, 
before eight Deacons and others, with repeated vows, yea, even 
the 
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the moſt ſolemn oaths, engage to ſuprort Provoſt Stodart in all 
the ſteps of election, and to vote for. Francis Prodie to be Convener? 
You muſt anſwer in the afſirmative; and now mean moro clear- 
ly to exhibite the Arcana of your ſudden alter ration of ſentiment. 
Your W—fe, your obedient WA le, % wire gr ler well the i 
Which you, like honeſt Jago, had often given! Go lo, put me 
enough in your purſe ; and the good pious lady een the tundreſt 
of her huſband much at heart, ſtalked forth, though at an hout 
rather late, in a cold harveſt night, till, with unwearied pace, ſhe 
reached the ſhop of s B— e grocer, whom ſhe ſent to the 
tavern for her bend, but the good man, knowing not of the 
precious things prepared for him ar home, gave an expreſs refuſal, 
till this loving ſpouſe, braving danger, fal Ped forth 'to the freer, 
directing her courſe ſtreight to the tavern, where ſhe, diſplaying all 
the powers of female oratory, united with. the all-conquering 
chaims of g- Id, ſoon convinced the huſband of his error. Next 
morning the {on of the Þ t, accompanied by Deacon W——m 
In, waited upon the new made D n; and immediately a 
letter was diſpatched, addreſſed to Mr F. Brodie, informing him 
of the ſudden change of ſentiment. The public now ſee this gen- 
tleman promifiny, proteſting, ſwearing, at a late hour of the even- 
ing, to ſupport the Lord Provolt in cvery ſtep of the election, and 
vote for F. Brodie ro be Convener, and before the next day his 
mind is totally changed: However, this is only Mr 8 rs acting 
ſuitable to his true and genuine character, of being, in realit 7 at 
one time quite different from what he is in appearance at another : 
For, not above four years ago, this gentleman engaged to ſupport 
Mr W m 9—tt with his vote and intereſt to be Deacon for 
the then enſuing year; he was then Mr S—tr's intimate com- 
panion, to whom lie naturally communicated his ſecrets; and he, 
along with his wife, made frequent viſits to Mr S—tr's houſe, par- 
ticularly on an occaſſon when Mr $—tt had invited, ſome time 
before the election, the friends in his intereſt. Mr S Is thought 
proper not to make his appearance along with his wife, who af 
fected great ſurpriſe at the non- attendance of her huſband. How- 
ever, after ſhe had got particular notice of the whole company, 
and their intentions, ſhe immediately marched off to the tavern, 
where her huſband was aſſembled with thoſe of the oppoſite in- 


tereſt. 


— 
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tereſt, Mr S——tt remonſtrated a little warmly next day to 
the lady, upon this piece of her very extraordinary conduct, 
which afforded Mr S rs the excuſe wiſhed for, That he could 
not give his vote to a man who accuſed his wife of double-deal- 
ce 4 7 | 5 

ing. g 

IN your Letter, you ſet out clothed with the vain plumes and 
feathers of an imaginary title, to which, by your character, you 
had no real right; but when wrapt in your black robe, you think 
you are ſufficiently ſcreened from all juſt charge that is laid againſt 
you; and who but you! © an equal to my Lord Provoſt himſelf!” 
till tipt with the fatal touch of the meſſenger's rod, by which you 


are ſuddenly metamorphoſed from a man of very great importance, 


to be an inhabitant of a manſion ſuitable to your character. It is 

{ſtrange to ſee you appealing to men of candour, to your conſtituents, 

to the Lord Provoſt, or Mr Brodie, concerning the impoſſibility of 

your acting any other way than you did, when moſt of theſe, if 

not the whole, and particularly Mr Brodie, are clear to give their 

verdict againſt you, and that you have ated a moſt y——s part, 
in oppoſition to your repeated promiſes and oaths. 


War you obſerve concerning the tyrannical principles of the 


oppoſite intereſt, from the ſpecimen about the Cowgate Bridge, is 
an abſurd contradiction : For, Sir, though that was a matter of 
ſpeculation for ſome time, when theſe worthy gentlemen did not 
find the propoſal acceptable to the public, they dropt it. Where 
then is the ſmalleſt degree of tyranny ? I mult alſo obſerve, that 
the ſaid bridge was publicly oppoſed by the preſent Lord Provoſt 
and his friends, as injurious to the community, and burdenſome 
to individuals, upon the-plan then propoſed. 


As to what you obſerve, of your having no certainty of the au- 
thenticity of the reports concerning my Lord Provoſt's plan, till a 


communing you had with him in his own compting room, it is a 


bare-faced falſchood, equally untrue, as the publiſhing in your 
letter only a part of his Lordſhip's converſation with you, is un- 


genteel. His Lordſhip, by your account, ſaid, That the one 


* party cauld do more for you than the other; and you replied 

T : 4 Plled, 
% That you hoped to ſtand in no need of aſſiſtance from either party:“ 
| How 
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rainy gg =——, 1 Frau 


Hop- conſiſtent your hopes were with, Four, ,errcumſtances,, let lie 


| candid examine, after they hear.of Jour. conduct towards your aged 
father-in-law, who,. from a ſtate, ol, independence,; by your chi- 
cane and v, has been reduced to poverty. This rather proves 
the very oppoſite, that you ſtood in need of the aſſiſtance of both 
parties: And, I do ſincerely, believe, was, any one ta, give, you a 
trifle more, you would forthwith veer about to his intereſt. A 


man of your comp Fign. myſt, be a moſt, dangerous member: of 
ſociety. 3 | I e 


So JET Li 0˙¹¹ 5 N 
8 18 W 7 i; 
WI CT vou = 7 concerning the de d FP the balance of 
power between the city and county, and your pretended fears of 
its being brought under the ſame influence, are creatures of your 


own brain, and never exiſted anywhere elſe. ir 


3 to the N of your conduct concerning the election of 

Convener : : Admitting chat the one party might ſee cauſe in future 
times to act in oppoſition to Sir L— e's intereſt, this did by no 
means diſſolve the obligation that lay upon you, by virtue of 
your own engagement and promiſe towards F. Brodie ; ſo that 
the charge of duplicity and diſingenuity retorts with double vio- 
lence upon your own head. 


You complain, with great concern, about your character, and 
talk of che other party S inj uring you by falſe reports; but, I am 
afraid, the more it 1s tried, the blacker it will become ; and there- 
foreat would have been more eligible for you to have been ſilent on 
that ſcore: For it is the general voice, even of many of your own 
party, that it cannot be made worſe than i it really is; and that the 
public cenſure is too well founded. But it ſeems you incline to 
act the character of one of the race of Iſimael, Your tongue being 
* every one, and every one againſt you. 


Or a piece with your other conduct, is a far-fetched ſlur upon 
Mr Brodie, accuſing him for borrowing the name of a, worthy Ba- 
ronet to authenticare ſome of the charges againſt you: So far as I 
am credibly informed, he never ſpoke of you to any Baronet, nor 
did any Baronet ſpeak to him of you, having no. occalion, either 

B 


for 
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for the exalted authority, or the capacious purſe of a Baronet, to 
prove any ſuch thing—it being well known to all concerned. 

IT is extremely common to ſee-men poſleſſed of ſome remarka- 
ble foible or wickedneſs, utterly inſenſible of it. This feems to be 
your caſe, when you talk ſo high of diſingenuity and duplicity of 
conduct, as if you was ſcarcely capable of them; when ir appears, 
by your behaviour, there are tew more diſingenuous and dou— 
ble, fo farb as lies within the compaſs of your ſmall abilities. 
The epithets of cruel and unjuſtifiable, which you apply to the 
ſteps taken againſt you, are extremely improper; for nobody can 
be blamed for uſing every method which the law points out for ob- 
taining their own : Still more improper are your reflections upon 
an honeſt man, whom you have, with uncommon aſſurance, ſtig- 
matized with the name of Renegade, and that only for his being 
neceſſarily abſent from a (-t meeting: But if he did change 
his ſentiments, as you are pleated to alledge, the reaſon is obvious; 
it was merely upon a conviction of the impropriety (to give it no 
worſe a name) of taking the gown from an honeſt, creditable, re- 
ſpectable citizen, and putting it upon the back of an inconſiſtent 
and de ful b pt. Sorry I am, to ſee that you are ſo ig 
norant as not to know, that it has always been the glory of a man 
to change his ſentiment from mere principle, excluſive of 1NTE- 
REST and BRIBE. To the honour would it be of the whole C I, 
could they put their hand to their heart with this man, and ſay, 
That they are ſwayed by conſcience, and not by intereſt, —True, 
Sir, you could not do as this renegade adherent has done, becauſe 
he was FREE, and you in CHAINS. Ar 


You reflect upon the members of the PaNn'rHeEoN, for ani- 
madverting upon your political conduct. From ſome authority, I 
can ſay in this alſo, you are miſtaken : The gentlemen of that ſo- 
ciety never conſidered you of ſuch importance as to take your po- 
litical conduct under their review; neither do they ſtand related to 
you as a politician, and have nothing to do with your character as 
{ach ; but for your manifeſt ard open breach of the ties of friend- 

hip, which bind that ſociety togerher—It was for this that they 
ſuſpended you, till you ſhould juſtify your conduct to their ſatiſ- 
faction. | : 4 
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Tur concluſion of your letter is of a piece with its introduction; 
with the high ſounding words of honour, integrity, and decorum.— 
Why did you not alſo uſe, as I have heard you on other occaſions, 
theſe brilliant expreſſions of prety, religion, virtue, humanity, mo- 
rality, &c? For ſhame, thou hypocrite! repent, and amend ; and 


ler this ſentiment be deeply imprinted on thy mind, That ſeem- 
ing devotion does but gild a knave,” 


I am, SIR, 


With all due reſpect to ſuch an extraordinary character, 


Your very obedient ſervant, 


Evpin. Cd. 1. 
1 7 6. 
7 TIMOTHY AUDITOR, 


* 


